CLARE - COUNTY GEOLOGICAL SITE REPORT

NAME OF SITE Glencurran Cave

Other names used for site

TOWNLAND(S) Poulaphuca

NEAREST TOWN Kilfenora

SIX INCH MAP NUMBER 10

NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 127380 196330 = R2738 9633
1:50,000 O.S. SHEET NUMBER 51 1/2 inch Sheet No. 14

Outline Site Description
An ancient cave system in the side of a wooded dry valley

Geological System/Age and Primary Rock Type

Glencurran Cave is a truncated and largely sediment filled cave, making it potentially an older
system than the postglacial origins of many Burren stream caves. No published dating has
been done to confirm the age, but some results are awaited from recent work.

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest

Glencurran Cave is a significant cave with a diversity of interest. It is a challenging cave for
recreational speleology, since most of it has been dug to gain access to 700m of passage. It
is largely earth filled wide phreatic passage, with short sections of active stream cave. It has
considerable geological and spelological potential as the most likely intersection to an
undiscovered master cave between Castletown River Sinks in the Carran Enclosed
Depression and the risings at Fergus River Cave. The cave entrance is on the side of the
Glencurran dry valley which has truncated the cave. Of particular importance is the recently
explored archaeological significance (not yet published) with multi period usage of the large
entrance passage. It is also reported to be a bat roost.

Site Importance

The site is of County Geological Site status under the IGH 1 Karst theme of the GSI's IGH
Programme. It also has considerable archaeological importance, with recent excavations
showing episodes of activity in the cave from Neolithic to late Medieval times (Marion Dowd —
pers. comm., January 2005). It is listed as RMP CL010-054.

Management/promotion issues
The cave is well hidden and difficult to find without specialist caving guidebooks or personal
knowledge. It is unlikely to be suitable for general public promotion as beyond the walking
sized entrance passage it,isb very restricted and unappealing to a casual visitor.
e AT X ‘ A . b

< o




Glencurran Cave

MY PUPT Loog
0

0’ aanif)
\ o eng o} j
aunntnag

u.:h

<3
B

1

oL NOOUV
TIHOR

Deousfjiyy wour

oa] 00

s
&
=]
N
)
S
5
R
TFOANPL
6
&
8
AR
Zh
(el
N
¥

29T/




