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Other names used for site Bansha Moraine, Castledvy Moraine Castle Mary
outwash plain
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Outline Site Description
Abroad expansef sand and gravelccupying a triangulashape area between Bansha, Golden and
Caher.

Geological System/Age and Primary Rock Type

The site is underlain by Lower Carboniferous (Mississippian) limestorsa@radeous shale bedrock.
The moraines and outwash features are Quaternary in age, and formed during deglaciation at the
end of the last Ice Age.(14,000 years ago).

Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest

The Banshand Castle Mary moraine and audishextends northwest to southeast between Bansha
and Caher for a distance of 11 kBandstoneich sands and gravedse prominentin the Bansha to
Caher moraine. #&ibutary outwash systenextending 10km from Goldegoins the Bansha and Caher
moraine just north of Caher. THimestonerich sand and gravehorainefollows theRiver Suir.

The sand and gravel expanse is comprised of gfagi@l and glacidacustrine sands and gravels
that form alandscape varying fromently undulating plais to hummocky terrain and ridges
Undisturbedlayers ofsedimentexposed irthe quarried faces afand and gravel pitare well sorted
and beddedcharacteristideaturesof deposits laidlown in braided riverghat issted from the front
of an ice marginA large glacial lakd.ake Aherlowyas impounded in the Glen of Aherlow at the
close of the laslce Age

Site Importanceg County Geological Site

The expansive moraine and outwash plain landforms at this site are key to the development of an
understanding deglaciation episodes associated with the end of the last Ice Age, and to the wider
understanding of the glacial geomorphology and the reconstruaticthe glacial history of Late
Midlandian ice masses in Ireland.

Management/promotion issues

The Glebe to Golden section of the Tipperary Heritage Way (National Waymarketblloaf a

route along the moraine landscape, skirting the sand and gravetigaat Ballydrehid (Silver Sands

and Suirville (New Bridge). Exposed sectiorth@flaciofluviabeposits in disused sand agdavel

pits could be preserved to provide a ‘window’ i n
future research andammunity heritage interest.

Gallaghelet al. 2019. Geological Survey Ireland.



Thick sand and gravel deposits exposed in pit at Ballydrehid, near railway line and River Suir.

Gravel and sand qarilver Sandn N24 View northwards fro River Suiridge (New
TipperaryCabhir roacht Ballydrehid. Bridge) at SuirvilleMound visible at sand and

gravel on west bank (left).

A

Gentleoutwashplain at Cloghleigh, south of Fine sand layers and coarse sand layers in pi
Golden. face atBallydrehid, near railway line.

Gallagheeet al. 2019. Geological Survey Ireland.
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