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Other names used for site

IGH THEME IGH8 Lower Carbonifero$GH7 Quaternary
TOWNLAND(S) Killough, Sallsquarter, Aughnagomaun, Gaile
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An extensivequarry cut into dong,prominent, steepsided imestoneridge,which itself is a welnoulded
cragand-tail feature
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Bedrock comprisesower Carboniferoué359-323 Ma)fossitrich limestoneof the Ballyadams Formation
deposited inopenmarine conditionsThe ridge has been shaped and moulded during the Quaternary
Period by glacier ice abrading thidgetop and flanks.

alAy DS2f23A0Ff 2NIJ DS2Y2NlXK2f23A0Ff LydGdSNBadi

KilloughHill itself is a welexpressed cragndHail feature, withanug ce ‘ cr ag’ of bedrock
adowni c e fsoftariglhcial tilbbsedimenThe quarninto Killough Hilproduces stone for aggregates,

chippings, railway ballast, lime dust, senings, and drainage stone.

TheBallyadams Formatioimhiestonerocks arehetypical' Bur r e n’ t y pfessiliferoosglsah one, a
andpalegreyin clour. Some micritic beds are presenear the base of the quarrfossils of coral
colonies andryozoa are found in places within the quarry racks

The beds in the quarry get much thicker with depth, andggipty towards the southThese have been
studied in detail and are considered to be ramps and flat thrusts associated with the Varisganyoro
(320280 Ma), and also have Variscan age northddghnorthwest trending veinsThese weaknesses are
again offet by Palaeogene and Neogene age-284a) strikeslip faults.Joints in the rock are also present
and visible, closer to the surface, awdre famed more recently than Neogerienes.

The limestone iKillough Hilhas a welldeveloped layer of epikarstenlarged fractures from dissolution
of the limestone in the upper few metresThis forms the limestone pavement at the northern endhef
ridge, and is also seen in sect in the quarry in the hilEvidence of karstic cavities is also present at
depth in the quarryand a number of clafflled pipes may be seen throughout the faces
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This County Geological Site is an important representative site exhibiting fresh and extensive exposures of
limestoneof the Ballyadams Formatiomhenorthern extremity of the quarry areaand the flanks of the

ridge around ithavebeen designateé pNHA(sitecode 00959) owing to the presence dimestone
pavementand calcareous grasslatitere.
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As a working quarry, the listing as a County Geological Site has no implicationsrforrtta operation of
the quarry, subject t@tandard permissions and conditions ungiésnning and environmental legislation.
In the event of any future changes in quarrying operations, it would be desirable to consider retaining
representative faces for geological purposas.an operating quarryhe siteis not suitabldor any

general promotionThe crag and tail feature is wellen from the M9 motorway, to & east.

Gallagheret al. 2019. Geological Survey Ireland.



Killough Hill crag and tail, viewed from the east

Epikarst in the upperost otion of the expost Thick bedded, micritite Iimetone towards tt
limestoneandaclayff i | | ed *‘ pi pe baseofthe quarry.

Gallagheret al. 2019. Geological Survey Ireland.
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