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Outline Site Description
Fenor Bog is a small acidic fen peat area, formed among crags of Ordovician age rocks in
southeast Waterford.
Geological System/Age and Primary Rock Type
The fen itself has been formed in the Holocene (post-glacial) Period, though the hollow and
surrounding crags have been moulded by glacial ice during the Quaternary (Ice Age).
Main Geological or Geomorphological Interest
The fen is an area where slightly acidic groundwater seeps out from surrounding land and
collects in a bowl-shaped depression, thus forming a marshy mire. Peat has formed within
this hollow from the partial decay of plant remains over the last few millennia.
The fen is just over a kilometre long (north-south) and approx. 200m wide, occupying a
hollow scoured out by ice among rock crags during the last Ice Age.
As with many fen features, the flora is somewhat unique in Waterford, although a number of
such, similar features do occur in the surrounding area. Wetland plants abound and unusual
species have been recorded here. The wettest patches are dominated by bogbean
(Menyanthes trifoliata), water horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) and bog pond weed
(Potamogeton plygonifolius).
In drier places these species become less common and the dominant species is the moss
Aulacomnium palustre, with cotton grass (Eriophorum angustifolium), marsh bedstraw
(Galium palustre) and sedge (Carex rostrata) all frequent. In addition the bog St. John's Wort
(Hypericum elodes) is very common, a local species in Ireland and Britain. The abundance
of St. John’s Wort is one of the more unusual aspects of the fen.
Site Importance
This is a very good example of an acidic fen peat environment, and it is an example of the
most recent geological deposit still in the process of forming. The site is of County Geological
Site status for its geological importance, but it is a national Nature Reserve and a pNHA (No.
1697).
Management/promotion issues
This is a well managed site by the local community and complements the local Copper Coast
Geopark initiative. It is owned by Móin Fhionnúrach Development Association and the Irish
Peatland Conservation Council [http://www.ipcc.ie/sitefenornnr.html].

A view of Fenor Bog from the high ground to the east in the Ballyscanlan Hills.

Some of the visitor facilities and information panel at Fenor Bog. The artistically carved stone
seats are by John O’Connor, and are part of a commissioned series along the Copper Coast.

A section of the boardwalk at Fenor Bog.

