WRECK IMAGERY

SN NN
3 SIR CH;\Q_L\QS NAPTER__\
\\m, » S

NN N

Y

Above the location of the MV Bolivar off the Dalkey coast, Co Dublin and below an image of the MV
Bolivar from the shaded relief acquired during the INFOMAR survey KRY10 01, Kish Bank and Dublin
Bay.

MV BOLIVAR

LOCATION
Location 10.5km E of Dalkey Island
Coordinates  -05° 55’ 32.81” W
53° 16’ 03.96” N
Depth of om
Water
VESSEL INFORMATION
Vessel type  Motor Vessel
Flag Norwegian
Vessel 137 m (1), 17.5 m (b), 7.5m (h)
Dimensions
Date of 1946
building
DETAILS OF SINKING

In early March 1947 while on return from Buenos
Aires to Dublin via Liverpool with a cargo of grain
and bales of leather, the MV Bolivar ran aground on
the Kish Bank during a snowstorm. Several
attempts were made to take the vessel off the bank,
but the wind direction and the falling tide both
conspired to keep her stuck fast. As the tide
continued to drop, the ship broke in two amidships,
with the fore part of the vessel drifting clear and
settling 100m away from the stern section. A
Dublin-based tug, the Coliemore, and a Dun
Laoghaire lifeboat, the Dun Leary 2, came to the
Bolivar’s aid and successfully rescued the 39 crew
and 12 passengers. Despite hopes of salvaging the
stern section, both the ship and cargo became a total
loss.
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VESSEL HISTORY

The MV Bolivar was a 5,320-ton cargo
vessel and at the time of its loss was owned
by the Norwegian shipping company, Fred
Olsen. The cargo ship was laid down in the
yard of Akers Mekaniske Verksted of Oslo
in 1939 and was launched, ready for fitting
out, in 1940. However, following the
German invasion of Norway in April of
1940, the ship lay alongside the quay wall at
the Akers yard for the duration of the war.
The Bolivar was finally completed in 1946,
setting out on her maiden voyage, to South
America, in December of that year.

DIVE INFORMATION

A substantial amount of the MV Bolivar’s
hull and machinery remain to be seen. The
bow section initially remained largely intact
and sank beneath the surface, while the after
section was cut down to about the main deck
line. Today the wreck lies in two main parts,
with the stern measuring 83m in length, 16m
in width and 5.34m in maximum height. The
stern is orientated E-W on the seabed, in a
general sea depth of 10m. The remains of
the fore section of the vessel lie over 100m
to the NE and are largely buried.

ABOUT INFOMAR

Covering some 125,000 square
kilometres of underwater territory,
INFOMAR (the INtegrated Mapping
FOr the Sustainable Development of
Ireland’s MARIine Resource) project
will  produce integrated mapping
products  covering the physical,
chemical and biological features of the
seabed. INFOMAR will initially focus
on 26 priority bays and three priority
areas around the coast delivering:
hydrographic maps, illustrating
everything from sandbars to underwater
canyons and cliffs; seabed classification
maps showing the type of sediment on
the seabed. INFOMAR provides key
baseline data to support coastal and
inshore development. Making this
information available to the world aims
to stimulate research and development
of Ireland’s 220 million acres under the
sea. The data will be of interest to

fisheries managers, aquaculture
operators, coastal zone managers and
engineers, offshore engineering

interests, licensing authorities and those
carrying out environmental impact
assessments. Indeed this unique dataset
is of interest in its own right because of
the sheer volume of data collected
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www.infomar.ie

www.archaeology.ie/UnderwaterArchaeology/

www.irishwrecksonline.net

Above is a 3D image of the MV Bolivar using Fledermaus 3D visualisation software and below a
historical image of the Bolivarin two pieces before sinking (www.wrecksite.eu)
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